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A member of tho Commission recently expressed his rogrots 
that none of tho cabins or park facilities were sufficiently completed 
to permit tho public uso of them bo fore Spring of 1937, At that time, 
however, a prico schedule for tho routing of tho cabins will bo an¬ 
nounced • 


One of the many crooks cours 
dammed, creating a twclve-^acre lake, 
bass and sunfish, and, at the present, 


ing through the park has boon 
It has been well stocked with 
is closed to all fishcrcon. 


Thirteen miles of park roads, fourteen miles of combination 


foot, horse and truck trails, are nearing completion. Ifcny foot and 
vehicle bridges have been constructed in various places. A lookout 
tower on ono of the high mountains, built according to the plans of the 
c-arly blockhouse fort, commands an important and spectacular view of 
the surrounding scenery. This tower has been namod in honor of Anno 

Bailey, famed in early border warfare* 
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Twelve acres will be equipped for. persons interested in all 
day cutings* This section will provide visitors with picnic shelters, 
stoves, tables, benches and a water supply* 


Tho picturesaue Greenbrier River servo 
1 "—~ park 


ui triu purj£* Known as one of tho best fishing streams in tho south** 
oast, this River will afford sportsmon the opportunity to live in a 
cabin near its banks and spend hours angling for the wily trout, pike 

— T '— *ng the past three vears, it has been stockod with thousands 
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Tho park offers rare opportunities for studonts in geology 
; ry. Within ate boundaries aro long mountain ranges with mny 

_ Several univorsitios havo 

uctod liold trips go mko spoexal studios of those attractsnvi<i i 
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sting rock and ninoral formations* 
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In oarly Sprang, the mountains arc an array of beautiful wild 
of shados. A botanical studv 


Some of those found included: 


A ootanicnl study mdo ■ 
cf varieties of flowers blooming* 

lippor - in both pink and ysdlow; Orchids; Spring Boautios; fetor 
Wind Flowers; i.olunbino; Marsh Marigold; Buttercup; Bloodroot; 

Swoo'bb'xcr Rose; Wood Sorrel, and Fringed Poly gala. c ks a ro 
- - tiio pro sc nee of so many f lowers, 500 acros ha.vc been set .aside as 
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Construction work is being carried on by two conpanies of 
lian Consorvaxicn Corps stationed in tho park. T. Ii. Check, State 
^uthvrity, supervises tho plans that aro developing a park system 
^t Virginia that will rival those in other Statos. Boyd B. Hill, 

Zr.iy H, Arbegast, Cr.np Superintendents, are in charge of the con¬ 
ation projects under way in Watoga State Park. 

All of the parks arc boing financed nainly through Federal funds* 
‘■iy h vo been corrolctod and turned over to tho State authorities, it 
vie rospcnsibility of tho State to maintain and operato the parks* 
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Hemmed in by wooded, towering mountains, Watoga State Park, 
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ncsT , LA ':i: F o.auo -.v r 0 nt parks in the entire United States. The 

West Virginia Cons;-; /.vcio v Yfuonmission,and the National Park Service of 
the Pooariment of the Interior, cooperating, are making every effort to 

■i 

have *;he approximate 11,000 acres of park territory ready for a public 

opening in June, 15?.?., 


Vatoga State Park is the largest of the four State parks now 
under ocn^truction :.n various parts of West Virginia f Located in the 
beauTi.u’1 Greenbrier /alley, the mountains and valleys in the vicinity 
are rich in traditior. It lies two miles off U. S t Route 219, throo 
s east of Hillsboro. This routo is known as the old Sonaca Trail, 
is prominently mentioned in James Fonnimorc Cooper's "Leather Stock- 
r falcs n . The trail strotchos from Sonaca Lako in Now York State to 
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Georgia. Locally, tho road is often roforred to as the "Kontucky Traco" 
and was travelled by Daniol Boone and othor trail blazers in thoir many 
Hunting and scouting treks through this section of the country. 
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In pro-Rovolutionary V/ar days, tho tract of land comprising 
a part of the far-roaching neutral hunting grounds for 
^horn, southorn and westorn Indian tribes. Many a bloody battlo was 

W A a 

na around tho surrounding mountains by Indians seeking to 
no territory as their own private hunting gi'ounds. White set- 
llowod, and a now civilization dav/nod. Some of tho first sottlo 
I^Hln v/hat is now tho State of West Virginia wore mado noarby. 
tho War betv/oen tho Statos, both armies conductod numerous forag- 
I ■ into this section* A few milos from tho park was the 

ttlo of Droop Mountain. 
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tho prosont time, twenty-four log cabins of different styles 
nplotion and should be roady for occupancy, along with ap 

by noxt Spring, 
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A nombor of "tho Commission rocoivtly oxprossod his regrets 
-v n t none of tho cabins or park facilitios were sufficiently completed 
to permit tho public uso of them bofore Spring of 1937. At that it 
howovor, a prico schedule for tho ronting of the cabins will bo an - 

nouncod. 1 


Ono of tho many crooks coursing through the park has been 
d, creating a twelve-acre lake. It has been well stocked with 
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bass and sunfish, and, at tho present, is closed to all fishomon. 
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Thirteen milos of park roads, fourteen miles of combination 
foot, horse and truck trails, are nearing completion. Lfcny foot and 
vehicle bridges havo been constructed in various places. A lookout 
ievrer on ono of the high mountains, built according to the plans of tho 
early blockhouse fort, commands an important and spectacular viow of 
the surrounding scenery. This tower has boon namod in honor of Anno 
Bailey, famed in early border warfare. 
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Tv/olvo acres will be equipped for porsons interested in all 
y outings* This section will provide visitors with picnic shelters, 
eves 5 tablos, benches and a water supply# 
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Tho picturesque Groenbrier River servos as one of the boundary 

cf tho park* Known as one of tho best fishing streams in tho south- 

tnis River will afford sportsmon the opportunity to live in a 

r * ;ir banks and spend hours angling for tho wily trout, pike 

21 . During the past three years, it has been stockod with thousands 

3 > ^ r out and panfish* Its cooling, groon waters will also appeal 
tors and bathers. . iCTiBIBB 
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: iVQ hundred acres of the tract are made up of virgin oak and 

> and approximately ono hundred acros nro of open 

Tho 

**** 1/10 Conservation Comnission has dosignatod 4,000 acres as a 
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Tho park offers raro opportunities for students in geology 
mid botany. Within its boundaries aro long nountain ranges with many 
interesting rock and ninoral formations, Several universities havo 
conducted field trips to mako special studios cf thoso attractions. 

ft 

In early Spring, the mountains arc an array of beautiful wild 
flowers of shades. A. botanical study made the past Spring rovoalod 
hundreds cf varietios of flovors blooming. Some of thoso found includods 
Lady’s Slippor - in both pink and ow; Orchids; Spring Beauties; V/ator 
Lilies; Wind Flowers; '.olunbino; Marsh Marigold; Buttercup: Bloodroot; 

Blue Lupine; Swootb r icr Rose; Weed Sorrel, and Fringed Polygala. As a ro- 
sult of the presence of so many flowers, 500 acres have been set aside as 
an arboretum for botany students in West Virginia University and othor 
colleges. 


Construction work is boing carried on by two companies of 
Civilian Conservation Corps stationed in tho park. T. LI, Chock, State 
Park Authority, supervises the plans that aro developing a park syston 
in West Virginia that will rival thoso in othor States. Boyd B. Hill, 
and C-mdy H„ Arbegast, Camp Superintendents, aro in charge of the con¬ 
struction projects under way in Watoga State Fhrk. 



All of the parks aro boing financed mainly through Fodoral funds, 
they havo been conpletod <and turned over tc tho State authorities, it 
he t'ne responsibility of tho Stato to maintain and operato the parks,. 
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Hemmed in by wooded, towering mountains, V/atoga State p a -r> 
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